Traditional Food

[bookmark: ref136818]Traditionally, the Dogrib fished and hunted, subsisting chiefly on barren-ground caribou, which were trapped or speared. Moose, hare, fish, and migratory water birds were also important foods. The usual habitation of the Dogrib was a skin-covered tent, although in the hard winters they sometimes built wooden and brush-covered lodges. Their social organization consisted of many independent loosely led bands, each with its own territory. The chief enemies of the Dogrib were the Cree, Chipewyan, and Yellowknife. The Dogrib eventually massacred many Yellowknife in raids in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Since that time the leaders of both groups have declared peace.
The Dogrib remained relatively isolated until the mid-20th century, when improved transportation and communication facilities brought them into greater contact with other parts of Canada. Dogrib descendants numbered more than 3,000 in the early 21st century.
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