Helpful Hints for the Heritage Fair

As our annual Heritage Fair fast approaches, it is important to consider ‘how’ we can facilitate our students’ projects.  Although, everyone will approach this in a different way, I have included a list of several helpful/useful hints and ideas to get you off on your way!

Starting Out

· Decide whether or not you will have students work in groups or individually.  As we move to the upper grades (7-9) it is ideal to have individual projects, however some students will work better in groups.

· As a class, brainstorm a list of possible project ideas.  Please see “list of possible project ideas” as a reference.  Encourage students to choose topics that lend to a hands-on addition.  Last year the best projects were ones that not only talked about the topic, but visually and kinaesthetically represented it as well.  For example, a project about “Traditional Foods” included lists of nutritional values, recipes, pictures of the food being prepared, as well as samples of the foods to taste!  

· Complete project planning templates.  This is optional, but highly recommended.   Using a project planning template helps to keep both students and yourself on track.  
· Consider contacting the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre for Edukits.  Also see: http://www.pwnhc.ca/ for additional resources.

· Show students exemplars from last year’s Heritage Fair.

In the Middle of it All

· When researching, be sure students reference Bibliographic information.

· Remember that the most ‘points’ are awarded to students that can verbally discuss their topics.  Consider research options other than books, such as through discussions with elders, family members, community members, media (videos), pictures, etc.

· BREATHE!

· Have students complete their boards early.

· Think about how and where students will keep their research notes, pictures, and other information – folders? Envelopes? Binders? What will work best for you and your students?

Finishing Touches
· During the last two weeks, be sure that students really know their topics and can verbally express their knowledge.  You might consider a class mini-heritage fair.

· Be sure the project board is visually appealing with a large, visible title, names of students, and bibliographic information.

· Encourage students to construct or find hands-on materials to display during the fair.

Edukits: Available from Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre
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All of our Edukits can be borrowed for 2 weeks at a time and will be shipped free of charge.Call to reserve a kit:
867-920-3267

List of Edukits: 
· Mooseskin Boat (Gr. 4-10)
Artifacts, archival photos, game, videos and a teacher guide help tell the story of the building of a mooseskin boat by the Mountain Dene.

· Trapping is … (Gr. 3-10)
This Edukit looks at different aspects of trapping as well as the biology and conservation of fur bearing animals. Lots of activities for the students, including real furs to touch.

· From Tree to Song – Dene Drum Kit (Gr. 4-10)
This kit explores the importance of the drum in Dene culture using archival photos, drum-making materials, audiotapes and a teacher guide

· The Idaa Trail Kit (Gr. 4-10)
Learn about Dene fishing technology, stone tool making, archaeology and
birch bark canoe making through a video, slide show, artifacts, legend and a teacher guide.

· Big River (Gr. 4-10)
The expedition of Alexander Mackenzie is examined in this kit which includes a game, video, artifacts and teacher guide.

· The following four edukits were designed specifically for the Grade 4 Social Studies curriculum, though they may be applicable to older grade levels as well.

Stories of Our Origins (Gr. 4-10)
Puppets, maps and other props bring stories of the First Peoples of the NWT alive for students in your classroom. Teacher’s guide and student activity book also included. (Available in French)

A Dene Way of Life (Gr. 4-10)
An Inuvialuit Way of Life (Gr. 4-10)
Use hands-on items, videos, books, photos and a teacher guide to learn about Dene and Inuvialuit language and culture. (Dene Kit available in French)

Fur Trade – Changing Times in the NWT (Gr. 4-10)
Through videos, trade items, archival photos and a teacher guide, students will learn about the fur trade during the 1800s and early 1900s.

· Northern Games (Gr. 3-10)
Learn about the importance of games and recreation in different northern cultures. Included in this kit are hands-on games, videos and photographs.

· History of Yellowknife (Gr. 3-10)
Using photos, slides, props and a teacher guide, take your students to the early days of Yellowknife!

· The North Before People (Gr.5-10)
Students will be introduced to such topics as Beringia, the Ice Age, prehistoric mammals, fossils and more! Included in this kit are fossil samples, resource materials, student activities and a teacher guide.

· Threads of the Land (Gr. 5-10)
Beading, moose hair tufting, quillwork, embroidery – students will learn about decorative techniques that have been used over the years by people in the north.

